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Armory Arts Village Receives Major Grant
 
The Michigan Humanities Council, the state affiliate for the National Endowment for the Humanities, awarded a $15,000 “Michigan People and Places: Our Stories, Our Lives” grant to Armory Arts Village. The goal of the grant is “to help people connect with one another and the places where they live.” The funding provided will enable Armory Arts artists to paint historical murals that will tell the story of Michigan’s First State Prison (1838-1934), the years the site served as an Armory, and segue into the present as a resident artists’ community. The project is entitled “From Historic Prison to Artistic Vision.”

 

The murals will tell stories depicted in colorful fashion such as the Jackson Robber Gang, inmate work in factories and farms, prison sports teams, and the “Pea Soup Riot.” The murals will enable visitors to the building and the hundreds now taking the historic prison tours to take a visual journey back in time. How Jackson came to have the prison is a fascinating story unto itself, and the murals will show this history in context, placing a proper light upon Jackson as a Prison Town.

 

The Enterprise Group Community Ventures Corporation is the fiscal sponsor for this project and has worked closely with Project Director Judy Gail Krasnow to write the proposal that led to the award of the grant. Armory Arts artists Jean Weir and Hector Trujillo will serve respectively as Art Director and Art Curator. Project sponsors include the Jackson District Library and Jackson Historic District Commission. Many letters showing community support helped in procuring the grant including those from Mayor Karen Dunigan and The Michigan Theatre. To receive a grant from The Michigan Humanities Council is an honor and one that The Enterprise Group Community Ventures Corporation, Armory Arts Village, and Jackson can well be proud of. Receiving this grant fulfills a major goal of the Armory Arts “Cool Cities” project.

 

Additional activities are planned to augment the murals. These include an exhibit of prisoner art, a lecture series about prison life, rehabilitation and reform; a display of historical photos, and the continuing Jackson Historic Prison Tours that take visitors through Michigan’s First State Prison (Armory Arts Village) and then to 7-Block, a closed but fully intact cellblock within the Jackson Correctional Facilities. In April of 2012, the murals will be unveiled and the Michigan Humanities Council honored in a gala reception that will be announced and open to the public. 

 
“We are very excited to help fund the “From Historic Prison to Artistic Vision” murals that will be created by the Armory Arts Village. Illustrating the fascinating story of Michigan’s first state prison dating back to 1838, to be accompanied by facility tours and exhibits, is sure to fascinate and inform both Michiganians and visitors from out of state,” notes Katie Wolf, Michigan Humanities Council executive director.

 

To learn more about the Michigan Humanities Council and its community programs and grant offerings, visit www.michiganhumanities.org 
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